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and worked in small bars, 
singing for $10 a night. 

“I was very determined,” 
he said. 

His big break came in 
1957 with the release of 
“Honeycomb.” Rodgers said 
he was in Camas when he 
first heard himself singing 
the song on the radio. He 
had no idea it was going to 
be released; he hadn’t heard 
from the studio after he re- 
corded the song. 

He flew back to New York, 
recorded a bunch of songs, 
and his career took off. 

Rodgers, who has_ loved 
writing since he was a kid, 
wrote his autobiography in 
five years. Luckily, he had 
kept diaries throughout the 
years of his career. 

“My friends call me ‘the 
professor’ because I write 
everything down,” he said. 
“I read everything in the 
Camas library [as a kid]. I 
love words.” 

His autobiography is a 
great read, Call said. She 
said the autobiography tells 
of Rodger’s young life, his ex- 
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perience in the music indus- 
try, and his brutal beating 
in California in the 1960's. 

“It’s a fascinating read,” 
she said. “You can’t put it 
down.” 

Call has been working up 
a storm to get ready for Rod- 
ger’s arrival. After all, he is 
royalty. 

“I always tell people, I’m 
from Camas, Washington. 
home of Jimmie Rodgers.” 


